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From the MTEEA Director Kurt Helgeson

I hope you are finding some time to relax and enjoy summer 
time off this summer after the crazy end to the 2019-20 school 
year.  I am sure the year was exhausting, frustrating, and 
incredibly challenging.  I also know that I heard many stories 
of some great things that were able to happen to help students 
continue to learn and progress in their academics.  
A couple of highlights for us all to reflect on:

The collaboration among teachers was amazing – The MTEEA Facebook 
group led by Hannah Riesdorf

Conference calls and sharing by MTEEA and the Centers of Excellence 
provided support and resources

Teachers seeing areas that they can use technology like never before – 
kindergarten with video discussion individually and a group zoom – 
something you have to see to appreciate

I think it also gave many teachers a chance to forget about standards 
and focus on the art of teaching. 

A few updates for you about some of the items that the MTEEA Leadership Team 
has been working on for this coming year:

State Conference:
As we told you in the last journal, we are moving the state conference to the Park 
Conference Center in Waite Park. 
We are also moving the date of the conference to February 5th, 2021. 
See more information in the journal and on the MTEEA website (www.mteea.net)
 
Engineering by Design:
We continue to move forward with making ITEEA’s Engineering by Design program 
to Minnesota.
Many of you took advantage of free access to the program this spring with we 
moved to distance education.  We hope this worked well for you.
Several teachers will be completing their training in July to become trainers in Min-
nesota to deliver the program. 
More details will be available soon on opportunities to gain access to training and 
the curriculum for the 2020-21 school year.
 

Enjoy the rest of your summer.  I wish you all well for the start of the next school 
year. 



MTEEA 2021 Conference Information

February Conference Information

MTEEA Conference - February 4th and 5th, 2021

New Location
Hilton Garden Inn located in  Waite Park, MN

The Minnesota Technology and Engineering Educators Association’s Confer-
ence marks the 42nd anniversary of Minnesota’s premiere technology educa-
tion conference. 

MTEEA leadership has worked hard to make this conference a huge success 
and we hope you can attend.

 Conference Program (dates will change - this is a work in process)

 Link to MTEEA Conference Page and registration instructions

Hotel Information

Hilton Garden Inn
550 Divison Street
Waite Park, MN 56387
320-640-7990

Directions Link to Hotel

We have a block of rooms reserved under “MTEEA”.
Please call the Hilton Garden Inn to reserve a room by January 7th.
The rate is $129.
Above prices do not include tax.

Vendor information is here

Future MTEEA Conference Dates

September 23 and 24, 2021
September 29 and 30, 2022

2019 Conference Photos

https://www.mteea.net/images/sampledata/Conference/pdf/2020MTEEA_FallConfProg4-9-20.pdf
https://www.mteea.net/index.php/fall-conference
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/stcougi-hilton-garden-inn-st-cloud/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/stcougi-hilton-garden-inn-st-cloud/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/stcougi-hilton-garden-inn-st-cloud/
https://www.bing.com/maps?&ty=18&q=Hilton%20Garden%20Inn%20St.%20Cloud&ss=ypid.YN873x8265969710618733862&ppois=45.55316925048828_-94.22331237792969_Hilton%20Garden%20Inn%20St.%20Cloud_YN873x8265969710618733862~&cp=45.553169~-94.223312&v=2&sV=1
https://www.mteea.net/index.php/fall-conference/vendor-information
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNOoniEX7G7XgJR-kxs76ETEmVdtdjmQAQkw8T6y7_llFwNhf7Iu3fNqTHLehjlQA?key=WXBBWGgwUjVicnFabjJMTW5xc3Q2OVBoWkZkVVdR


MTEEA Membership
In an information society, accurate information and frequent communication 
is essential. Your best source for information about Technology Education in 
Minnesota is the Minnesota Technology and Engineering Educators Associ-
ation. Membership provides you with conference and in-service opportuni-
ties, mailings about special activities, and voting rights at the annual meet-
ing.

You can now complete your renewal and pay online with a credit card 
or PayPal!

Link to begin or renew MTEEA membership

Professional Organization Membership

ITEEA
Membership

Link

http://www.mteea.net/index.php/membership/mteea-membership#join
https://www.iteea.org/Membership.aspx
https://www.iteea.org/Membership.aspx
https://www.iteea.org/Membership.aspx


2020 ITEEA Conference Information

Link to ITEEA 
Webpage

https://www.iteea.org/Activities/Conference.aspx
https://www.iteea.org/Activities/Conference/ITEEA_Conference_2020.aspx
https://www.iteea.org/Activities/Conference/ITEEA_Conference_2020.aspx


State Safety Guide

For the past year, the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Specialists for 
Trade & Industry (T&I), Technology Education (TE) and Agriculture, Food, 
and Natural Resources (AFNR), Tim Barrett and Zane Sheehan have been 
convening an advisory committee to discuss and plan for a comprehensive 
guide for safety in middle and high school labs/shops/working spaces.
 
The committee was made up of T&I and AFNR teachers, teacher association 
members, and higher education teacher preparation faculty, and Department 
of Labor representatives. The committee agreed that there is a critical need 
for resources for all lab and shop based instructional programs in CTE. The 
committee discussed the scope of work and resources for lab/shop-based 
safety policies and procedures.  Another critical element was the need for 
more advocacy by teachers, administrators, and industry partners around 
establishing cultures of safety that engages the entire school community. 
 
Funding has been secured through the CTE unit at the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Education (MDE) to research, develop, and write specific sections 
of the guide resource.  A group of educators met via a zoom meeting earlier 
this spring to start the process of putting an outline of important topics for a 
safety manual together.  The group consisted of teachers in Agriculture and 
Technology fields, from middle school through technical college levels. The 
bulk of the work would involve reviewing existing safety resources already de-
veloped by other states or organizations, determining what would be missing 
or could be excluded for a Minnesota resource, and updating and/or creating 
new sections as required. These instructors reviewed the resources and each 
came back with a general outline of  what each thought should be included in 
the Minnesota version.  
 
The instructors met in person at Headley Hall on the campus of St. Cloud 
State University, on June 5th.  The instructors compared and contrasted their 
outlines to create an outline that the group could agree with. Teams of two - 
three instructors were formed, and areas of the outline were assigned to the 
teams.  Over the next two weeks each team was to create, borrow, or modify 
information that pertained to their section of the outline as to  what should be 
included in the guide.  On June 19th the information from each team was  for-
warded to T. J. Brown (South Central Technical College), to format and orga-
nize the information before it was forwarded on to the MDE. The deadline to 
get it to the MDE was the first part of July, prior to the grant deadline.
 
The ultimate goal of this project is to have a guide accessible to all Middle 
through Post Secondary CTE, T&I, TE, AFNR instructors for guidance in 
their classrooms. The guide will have direction for safety throughout all these 
areas eventually along with machine safety including videos, research, safety 
tests, etc.  Future sessions will add those items as well as the implementation 
as a web accessible platform.  Please keep an eye out for future updates or 
requests for help on this very important process. 

Submitted by Mark 
Lockhart



Joel Ellinghysen
ITEEA MN Affiliate Representative
Mike Sandell
ITEEA President

ITEEA
Link

ITEEA Announces Open Access to IdeaGarden Forum

Effective immediately, ITEEA’s IdeaGarden forum is open to all registered website users.

IdeaGarden is a popular educator-to-educator resource for those wanting 
to know more about teaching Technology and Engineering Education for 
all students through an Integrative STEM Education approach. This online 
sharing of information is an optimal way to highlight your best practices in 
delivering Technology and Engineering Education. The professionals in our 
membership will be adding their expertise and responses to the questions 
posted in this area.

How to Join:

 1.  Login (or create account)

 2.  Go to www.iteea.org/IdeaGarden56008.aspx

 3.  Click “Join Group”

After clicking “Join Group” you will instantly be subscribed to this community of outstanding 
technology and engineering teachers who field questions, offer ideas and resources, and 
network with other IdeaGarden members. Follow and respond to discussion threads, add new 
posts, and receive a notice to your email box each time a new post appears. See detailed 
instructions here.

Thank you for being part of the conversation!

Link to Standards for Technological and Engineering Literacy

https://www.iteea.org/
https://www.iteea.org/
http://www.iteea.org/IdeaGarden56008.aspx
https://www.iteea.org/Community/IdeaGarden56008/91441.aspx
https://www.iteea.org/Community/IdeaGarden56008/91441.aspx
https://www.iteea.org/News/282/177450.aspx


Tim Barret
MDE Trade and Industry Specialist

MDE:
Career & 

Technology
Education 

Link

Many thanks to the board members and representatives from MTEEA who 
helped to lead Distance Learning Forums this spring to support the Trade & 
Industry community – both middle and high school teachers. Thanks as well 
to Jason Bruns and the Minnesota State Engineering Center of Excellence 
for hosting the sessions.

The following are updates concerning developments around Trade & Industry:
Guidance to Help Schools Plan for 2020-21 School Year – In partnership with 
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) and the Governor’s Office, Minnesota 
Department of Education (MDE) plans to announce a decision for which mod-
el of educational delivery will be in the best interest of the health and safety 
of our students, school staff and school communities for the 2020-21 school 
year by the week of July 27, 2020.

Currently, MDE and MDH have released guidance documents to help Min-
nesota schools plan for the 2020-21 school year. The guidance asks school 
leaders to create three different contingency plans based on three possible 
scenarios that the virus could put us in – in-person learning for all students, 
hybrid learning, and distance learning.

 • Read MDH Fall Planning Guidance
 • Read MDE Fall Planning Guidance (Information about CTE    
  can be found starting on page 83)

In addition, there are specific documents developed for CTE teachers:

 • Read MDE Student Instruction COVID-19 Resources
 • Read MDE Trade & Industry Distance Learning Support 
  & Resources
 • Read Use of School Buildings for Technical Instruction

The Minnesota Department of Education’s Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) Unit is working with our counterparts at the Minnesota State Colleges & 
Universities system office and the various teacher professional associations, 
including MTEEA, to develop a one-stop, online instructional resource for all 
Trade & Industry teachers in advance of the next school year. More informa-
tion will be shared as the resource is developed.

Trade & Industry Frameworks – The Trade & Industrial Technology frame-
works are still in the development. The frameworks are meant to provide 
teachers with high-quality, rigorous indicators and benchmarks to identify 
what students should know and be able to do after completing a program of 
study in any of the Trade & Industry pathways. Review teams are helping to 
update and revise the current Table of Career and Technical Education Pro-

MTEEA Journal Story – Summer 2020

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/cte/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/cte/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/cte/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/cte/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/cte/
https://engineering.mnsu.edu
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/k12planguide.pdf
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032934&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032934&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/AcademicStandardsCOVID-19Resources/MDE032359
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/AcademicStandardsCOVID-19Resources/MDE032365
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/AcademicStandardsCOVID-19Resources/MDE032365
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19/AcademicStandardsCOVID-19Resources/MDE032359


 Tim Barret
MDE Trade and Industry Specialist

grams and Licenses (commonly referred to as Table C) for Trade & Industry 
this summer. Next fall, additional participants will be needed to expand the 
Table C elements into a more detailed structure around the final frameworks.

Safety Guidelines Resource – Since January 2019, a group of stakeholders 
has been meetings to develop a state-wide safety resource. This summer 
a group of teachers have been working on a first draft of the resource to be 
ready to share by the new school year. The first phase covers safety disci-
plines, teaching procedures & forms, a glossary and references. The next 
phase will address common instructional content materials. Another important 
element will be a statewide advocacy initiative to school administrators, state 
legislators, industry representatives, and community stakeholders. MTEEA 
its members, as well as the other state teacher professional associations, will 
need to be a big part of the advocacy efforts.

If you have any questions, please contact me at timothy.barrett@state.mn.us

Minnesota Arts Standard

Results of the proposed permanent rules related to Minnesota 
K-12 Academic Standards in the Arts
Retrieved from MTEEA Communication

The judge’s ruling on the Arts Standards is complete. The judge doesn’t say 
that he specifically agrees with all of MTEEA’s positions but the ruling was in 
our favor. It’s clear that forcing the hearing and the associated review by the 
judge, was successful; thanks to MTEEA members for sending in the requests 
for a hearing! The ruling states that the judge disapproves of making any 
changes to the original 2008 standards and blocks them from taking place.
 
The judge goes on to say that authority to amend the 2008 Arts Standards will 
need to come directly from the legislature. MDE will most likely pursue that 
legislation, so, we need to ask the MnACTE lobbyist to watch for related legis-
lation and notify us so that we can ensure appropriate wording. Or, so that we 
can seek opposition at the legislative level if the wording can’t be changed.

We should continue to work with FACS and other organizations in this pro-
cess, and we could also ask to work directly with MDE to modify any legisla-
tive wording to satisfy all stakeholders.

Link to view art standard ruling

mailto:timothy.barrett%40state.mn.us%20?subject=
https://mn.gov/oah/assets/9005-35173-education-arts-academic-standards-rules-report_tcm19-427786.pdf


 
 
 
 Kurt Helgeson
 krhelgeson@stcloudstate.edu
 320-308-3127 - office
 320-420-2662 - cell

SCSU has been approve for the Work Based Learning (WBL) license by 
PELSB.  This program is an endorsement to an existing 9-12 license. There 
are 3 online courses to complete the program.  More information can be 
found about the program at: https://www.stcloudstate.edu/ets/workshops.aspx
We continue to offer:

Traditional Undergraduate Technology Education Program
Bemidji FastTrack Collaboration for Technology Education license (education 
courses done as distance education courses) Career & Technical Education 
(CTE) in:  

Communications
Construction
Manufacturing
Transportation
Customized Master’s Degree Programs (including CTE , WBL and PLTW 
options)
 

For more information contact Kurt Helgeson: krhelgeson@stcloudstate.edu or 
320-308-3127

www.stcloudstate.edu/ets/

St. Cloud State University License Update:

Minnesota State Fair 2020 Competition

Important Note

The 2020 Minnesota State Fair has been canceled. We are exploring options 
for showcasing the work of our exhibitors. Stay tuned. Check back in the 
winter and spring for updated information about the 2021 fair. To get the latest 
State Fair competition news in your inbox, join our email list.

Minnesota State
Fair Technology

Education
Home Page

Link

Jay Nix is the State 
Fair

Coordinator for this 
event. His contact 

information is 
jay.nix006@gmail 

.com

mailto:krhelgeson%40stcloudstate.edu?subject=
https://www.stcloudstate.edu/ets/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0017tTKAwTMFkBfSEoBvGNmC2ZOfAOH8PUGWnzaafCRyFYbBiPnkmLLej12jrWh2svtIwmrKzSqL1h0rGl8lO33IXGwxx8S_nkTM-svg8w-V1U%3D
https://www.mnstatefair.org/competitions/k-12-competition/technology-education/
https://www.mnstatefair.org/competitions/k-12-competition/technology-education/
https://www.mnstatefair.org/competitions/k-12-competition/technology-education/
https://www.mnstatefair.org/competitions/k-12-competition/technology-education/
https://www.mnstatefair.org/competitions/k-12-competition/technology-education/
mailto:Jay%20Nix%20is%20the%20State%20Fair%20Coordinator%20for%20this%20event.%20His%20contact%20%20information%20is%20%20jay.nix006%40gmail%20?subject=
mailto:Jay%20Nix%20is%20the%20State%20Fair%20Coordinator%20for%20this%20event.%20His%20contact%20%20information%20is%20%20jay.nix006%40gmail%20?subject=
mailto:Jay%20Nix%20is%20the%20State%20Fair%20Coordinator%20for%20this%20event.%20His%20contact%20%20information%20is%20%20jay.nix006%40gmail%20?subject=
mailto:Jay%20Nix%20is%20the%20State%20Fair%20Coordinator%20for%20this%20event.%20His%20contact%20%20information%20is%20%20jay.nix006%40gmail%20?subject=
mailto:Jay%20Nix%20is%20the%20State%20Fair%20Coordinator%20for%20this%20event.%20His%20contact%20%20information%20is%20%20jay.nix006%40gmail%20?subject=
mailto:Jay%20Nix%20is%20the%20State%20Fair%20Coordinator%20for%20this%20event.%20His%20contact%20%20information%20is%20%20jay.nix006%40gmail%20?subject=
mailto:Jay%20Nix%20is%20the%20State%20Fair%20Coordinator%20for%20this%20event.%20His%20contact%20%20information%20is%20%20jay.nix006%40gmail%20?subject=


Minnesota State Centers of Excellence Training Event



The “Back Page” 
Right of Passage During Covid

Richard Buchholz, an 8th grade Technology Education teach-
er in Hutchinson, shared the following information with Kurt 
Helgeson about how he and a group of dedicated individuals 
dealt with a wood project during COVID. Because of the clos-
ing of schools, students in his 8th grade course would not be 
able to make their storage bench, which has become a “right of 
passage” to the students through the years. He received plenty 
of emails from parents and students expressing their dissapoint-
ment.

What happened next was an amazing process in which parents, 
students, educators and administration worked to put together 
70 bench kits, consisting of 1,540 parts, in four days.  These kits 
were then distributed to the 8th grade students in the Hutchin-
son commmunity and surrounding area. Richard stated that this 
”hands-on, project-based curriculum brought families together 
and a reassuring sense of normalcy for our students within un-
precedented times”.

In Richard’s paper titled Technology Education and CTE for the 
Distance Learner, describing this project, he surmised, 

“If this distance learning experience has brought to students a 
sense of normalcy, if the building of this bench has in any mea-
sure brought families together to forget about the “grim realities 
of life;” if in any way has given an improved outlook to face our 
present situation with courage, then I am more than satisfied. 
For we teach creative work, with an embedded restorative pro-
cess, providing steps on the pathway to positive mental health”.

Ricky Stottengerg with Father Nick and 
Sister Nauricia.


