
Conference Summary 

 

 

A new school year! This means the MTEEA Conference is just around the corner. You are 

invited to join us for the 2021 Fall Conference where we are "Back in Black", Sept 30-Oct 1. 

Thursday night offers 6 different professional development opportunities at SCSU campus. 

Friday Oct 1 takes place at a NEW venue, The Park Event Center in Waite Park. Just one mile 

west on Division Street from our old site, the Holiday Inn.  

 

Why “Back in Black”? Anyone of a certain age knows AC/DC and their hit song "Back in Black". 

After the 2020 school year and all that it brought, several MTEEA members and I were talking 

and someone brought up the idea that WE are back, baby! Back in the class, back in the school, 

back for events, back for our students. Yes, we are Back! The MTEEA Conference is back too? 

And what better Rockstars to represent us than Mark Lockhart, TJ Hendrickson, Kurt Helgeson, 

Ryan Stanley and Mike Sandell.  

 

Mark Schroll from SCSU will provide a Keynote Address at 7:45. Be there early for coffee and 

rolls and be ready to hear from Mark. There are trainings available all day with pen turning on 

wood lathes presented by the Minnesota Woodturners Association. Farmington High Schools 

Robotics team will be demonstrating their "Go, Baby, Go" build all day in the vendor area. 

Shops in a trailer will be on display just outside the vendor area.  

 

Twenty-four sessions are available in four different strands during the conference. You will find 

many sessions of interest to you that will help your program. If you are a new teacher in the past 

5 years, may we suggest “Teacher Survival Training” at 1:00 in Rushmore Park room. Mark and 

Joel are veterans and can assist you make the start of your career easier. 

 

A few other sessions to consider include Farmington High School’s Robotics Team; Spencer 

Elveback and his students will share the project, “Retrofitting Power Wheels for Handicapped 

Children.” at 11:00am in Rushmore Park room. Ryan Giles will share “Laser Engraving Projects” 

at 9:30am in Badlands Room. Ever wonder what SkillsUSA is all about? Will be presented by 

Tom Smith at 2:00pm in Glacier Park room.  

 

There are a number of Engineering sessions including: Engineering by Design by Mike Sandell 

and Rachel Johnson, Siemens,Engineering presented by Jason Bruns, Project Lead the Way by 

Vic Drier. 

 



The factory tour of Coldspring will be available starting at 9:00 am. For those wishing to attend, 

you will need to use your own transportation to travel to Coldspring where you will receive a 1 ½ 

hour tour of their incredible stonework factory.  

 

A project share will be on display in the Vendor area. Please consider bringing one or several 

projects to display. Show your colleagues some of the interesting and creative projects you use 

that bring Technology and Engineering Education to life. No project is too big or too small. The 

ballroom has a large garage door that will allow BIG projects to be brought in easily. 

 

We are all Rockstars! Keep doing what you do for students. 

 

Mike Sundblad 
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